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Quits! 


Please terminate for me, i. e.—I’m not 


renewing for 1945. The query might 
arise, “Anything agin’ the magazine?” By 
no means. "Tis shown a steady growth 
from the first. The November number was 
way beyond the best. I like its loyalty - 
Scripture. Why then terminate? Well, as I 
am 85, things are not as they once were 
and I find I have to “be my age” and so 
reluctantly have to forego. 

McKeesport, Penn. Robert Doughty 


Theme Good, Wording Bad 
. May I say, kindly, that I believe the 
wording was very unfortunate, to say the 
least, in the following sentence, column 2, 
page 6, HIS, December, 1944: “We be- 
lieve that our major job as Christians is, 
surprisingly enough, not to preach the 
Gospel, but to be used to win men and 
women to Christ.” The theme of the ar 
ticle is good, that we must pay attention 
to men’s physical needs as well as their 
spiritual. But the sentence to which I refer 
is a kind of conclusion or climax to the 
article, and seems like a contradiction of 
such passages as Mark 16:15. Acts 1:8, 
and others. 
Philip E. Howard, Jr. 
Editor, The Sunday School Times 


+ + + 


Personal Lette: 
During my two years and a half in the 
army, HIS has been like a_ personal 
monthly letter. The articles have served 
as a definite help. and also as a little re- 
minder of the school I have more or less 
left behind me for the present. 

Sgt. Norman Ecklund 
3505th AAF Base Unit 
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Wants New Name for HIS 


Most people, mostly students themselves. 
object to the title HIS, especially when it 
tops the pictures of some of these ‘“‘cover 
girls.”” They say that when people look at 
these for the first time or without knowing 
the magazine, they immediately put it in 


the class with the magazines called SHE 
and ESQUIRE—neither of which I know, 
but I believe the latter one was banned. 
(Case still pending,—Eds.). Fellows com- 
ing in and seeing these on the desks of 
Christians open their eyes, thinking the 
name HIS refers to the girls on the covers. 
It has been suggested, why not open the 
“Readers Say” column and ask for sug- 
gestions for names ; 

Irene W ‘ebster,Smith 
1.V.F. staff, California 
Good idea. The column is open and sug- 
gestions invited—or should the present 
name be retained? UP and LIVE have al- 
ready been suggested.—Eds. 


Reads HIS in Foxholes 
Find a two-year renewal. I don’t know 
when my subscription runs out, but I want 
to be sure that HIS comes to me regularly. 
Being an old Michigan State man, I ap- 
preciate it a lot. I have read HIS in fox- 
holes, artillery barrages and air-raids and 
never cease to praise God for the effective 
testimony of it. Of course I don’t always 
agree with everything, but at least I see 
another side . I think that although it 
is for college students, so many are in the 
armed forces that it would be interesting 
to have some section for us fellows who 
are pretty distantly related to college now. 
Capt. Cleo Buxton. 
133rd Inf., A.P.O., N.Y. 


HIS 
Vol. V. February, 1945 No. 2 
Editor, Kenneth N. Taylor. 
Associate Editor, Luc!l!c 
Circulation, Mary Anne Klein 
Published monthly by Inter - Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, C. Stacey Woods, 
General Secretary. Printed in U. S. A 
Address all manuscripts to The Editors, 
64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Illinois. 
Subscription price $1.50 a year; intro- 
ductory offer, $1 for 8 months; 15c single 
copy in U.S. A. and Canada. Circulation 
offices: 64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Illinois; 
and 1130 Bay St., Toronto 5, Ontario 
Entered as second-class matter January 
27, 1943, at the post office at Chicago, Mli- 
nois, under the Act of March 3, 1879 
Copyright 1945 by Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship. 





Munro 





i 


Sir Wm. Dobbie, British Christian General, 
to Address Students in Canada, U. S. 


~~ SUNSET fell over the northern 
plains of Africa that evening of 
August 31 three years ago, there was 
jubilation west of Cairo where the Nazi 





Dobbie with Air Marshal Tedder 
... while bombs rained on Malta 


armies lay waiting for the darkness. 
Their final attack was to begin that night. 
Within a few hours—days at most—all 
Alexandria, whose tall buildings glint- 
ed in the late afternoon sunlight, would 
belong to Hitler. Between lay Mont- 
gomery’s army, already driven back mile 
by mile, now to be shattered. Beyond 
lay Suez, lay Russia’s underbelly, lay 
India and the world. That night the 


world was somber as the sun went down. 


But two days later when the smoke of 
battle and the choking dust had blown 
aside, no Nazi flags waved atop Alex- 
andria’s tall buildings, The great Ger- 
man drive had faltered, swayed in in- 
decision, stopped within rifle distance of 
achieving the Madman’s dream. 


Back of that defeat is a story of a 
little 91 square mile island in the Med- 
iterranian from which for two years the 
Nazi supply routes had been disrupted. 
The little island was Malta. The Axis 
had made no secret of its critical import- 
ance in their plans. They felt that it was 
a case of destroy Malta’s harbors and 
shipping, and win the war. They pro- 
claimed their intention of blasting the 
little island out of the sea. Day after day 
the bombers came over from Nazi land 
bases half an hour away in Greece. And 
the Malta defenses were very weak. Four 
planes, at first, that went up day after 
day to battle the hordes of the enemy. 
One of the four was shot down. The 
other three carried on for two months. 
Then the Hurricanes and Spitfires began 
to arrive from British factories, with 
tough young pilots. 

Out of retirement came Lieutenant- 
General Sir William Dobbie to be Gov- 
ernor of Malta, charged with the de- 
fense of Malta from increasing daily 
torrents of bombs from the air, and an 
expected sea invasion by the Italians. 
During the next two years there were 
2300 attacks from the air, 99 tons of 
bombs per square mile. The sea inva- 
sion never came. 








At the end of those two years, when 
old “Dob Dob” (as his men called him 
when he wasn’t around) left Malta dur- 
ing a bombing attack to return home to 
England, Malta still stood, as it had 
stood for two years, the main barrier to 
Hitler’s plans . . . Alexandria stood, 
too. 

“Among the decisive failures of the 
Axis powers in this war’ says a New 
York Times editorial, “was their failure 
to capture the Island of Malta.” 

Why Hitler Failed 

Why they failed is an almost insoluble 
problem without taking into considera- 
tion the character and skill of the little 
island’s governor and military comman- 
der. He arrived in April, 1940, just be- 
fore Mussolini decreed war. He was the 
most popular governor that devout, 
Roman Catholic Malta ever had. “He 
helped us so much,” they said. He did 
his job, quickly exiling a shipload of fifth 
columnists and establishing a central de- 
fense group to achieve complete cooper- 
ation by the heads of the army, navy, air 
and civilian forces. Thus, despite the in- 
cessant hail of bombs on Malta’s har- 
bors, repairs were quickly made and the 
British warships still came in and out. 

Dobbie, of course, says he did little. 
He praised the people, the garrison, the 
navy, the air corps, his staff. But many 
in London and Washington and every- 
one on the island from Governor Gort 
down says, that, far more than any other 
man, Dobbie did the trick. He did it by 
his engineering skill, by his understand- 
ing of aviation, by making the most of 
the skills of others. That is, by person- 
ality and leadership. ; 

But Dobbie says that behind the 


amazing spectacle of Malta’s successful 
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defense was God. “At the end of every- 
thing, it is God upon whom we must 
rely,” Dobbie told a reporter afterwards. 
And many are the stories told of the way 
he encouraged such reliance during the 
two hellish years of bombings—morning 
prayer meetings for officers and men in 
his home . . . altars set up in the cata- 
combs beneath the city where the popu- 
lation learned to live ... his own 
prayer life. Afterwards he told the world 
in a broadcast, “I am convinced that God 
for Christ’s sake does answer prayer and 
I believe that recognition of this fact was 
the secret of the spirit, endurance and 
fortitude shown by so many in Malta.” 
“I believe this was the secret of the de- 
fense of Malta,’ he said another time, 
“We asked for God’s help, and he gave 
it.” 
World's Most-prayed-for Spot 

Malta, “the most bombed spot in the 
world,” was also, Dobbie believes, the 
most prayed-for spot in the world. And 
that he thinks, is why it still lives today. 
“IT really believe that, aside from the 
King, we were the most prayed-for 
people in the world . . . What a dif- 
ference it made to know that God’s 
people in all parts of the world were 
praying for us.” 

Meanwhile, Dobbie’s simple trust in 
God and his imperturbability in the face 
of danger won the hearts of Malta. Dur- 
ing the hottest raids, air wardens would 
find Sir William beside them, unruffled, 
pitching in to help move wounded out 
of bomb-wrecked houses. Nightly he 
held Bible classes for officers and men, 
sprinkled his War Office reports with 
Scripture quotations. He became known 
as “a man with a Bible in one hand, 
and a sword in the other” .. . “the 























praying General,” “the Island’s man of 
God.” 

The most singular thing about him is 
the serenity of his deep-set gray-blue 
eyes. He is a big, lumbering man with a 





“Old Dob Dob” 
... the Island's man of God 


full English face, pink cheeks, white hair 
and mustache. He is definitely not the 
crusty, whip-lash type of Christian gen- 
eral with which the name of Montgom- 
ery is sometimes associated. 

This is the way a young British officer 
described him, “Old Dob is the simplest, 
humblest, gentlest of men. There never 
was a man with less vanity. I think that’s 
one reason why, after two years with 
him, I’ve found it so difficult to describe 
him to others. There’s nothing to get 
hold of. No oddities. He was never ex- 
cited in his life. There is in him an inner 
calm hard to explain. After these two 


years of bombing I have seen old friends 
fly at one another for no reason at all. 
But not Dobbie.” 

Dobbie paid no more attention to 
bombs and machine-gun fire than to rain. 
Although goats, mules, and even birds 
learned to take cover when the German 
airmen came, Dobbie stood his ground. 
He felt that if at any time it was God’s 
will that he should die, that would be 
all right with him. 

General Dobbie is a real Christian. On 
his desk in Malta was the text, “If ye 
lack wisdom, ask of God.” 

“You believe that,” ventured a report- 
er for Colliers who was interviewing 
him, “But not every one is so fortunate 
to have a faith as deep as yours.” 


“When I was a boy in my teens,” 
he said quietly, “I heard it said that 
Christ came to earth to reveal the ways 
of God to man, but I had never taken 
it in. I got to thinking it might be a sen- 
sible thing to take the trouble to turn to 
the Bible and see for myself. He was a 
good man, | discovered. I became ac- 
quainted with Him, and the way He 
lived and died. It became inconceivable 
to me that He could have spoken in ig- 
norance, or would deliberately deceive 
us. One Sunday afternoon as a boy of 
fourteen I put my faith in Christ to 
save me. I’ve read the Bible every day 
since then—always, if possible, before 
the day’s work, and often before having 
to make decisions. It is helpful. It has a 
key to every puzzling situation. As a 
practical thing it has been a priceless aid 
to me, my health, my family happiness, 
and my work. It has come to be like an 
old friend I can count on.” 

“As an engineer, familiar with tech- 
nocracy,” he was asked, “Do not the 


bi 








facts of science disturb your faith?” 
“On the contrary,” replied Dobbie, 
“Nothing adduced by science runs coun- 
ter to faith in God. Great scientists are 
the first to agree to that, at least as they 
grow older and wiser.” 

“You may not share Old Dob’s com- 
plete faith,” a young officer said, sum- 
ming up the feeling of many with whom 
Dobbie has worked, “But you can’t 
escape the feeling that the odds are on 
his side. He’s right. By heaven, he’s 
right! T'll never be the same man again 
after serving with Old Dob.” “He does 
something to you,” said another. 

This is the man who, with Lady Dob- 
bie, will visit the U. S. and Canada dur- 
ing February and March. Although ap- 
pearing for the most part under the aus- 
pices of Chicago’s Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, he has been loaned to Inter-Varsity 
for student convocations at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Toronto, Western On- 
tario, Queens and McGill, and Inter- 
Varsity sponsored mass meetings in To- 
ronto, Hamilton, Montreal, and possibly 
provinces farther west. 





The General's Itinerary 


University of Michigan 
February 13, Hill Auditorium 
University of Toronto 
February 15, Massey Hall 
February 17, Student convocation, Me- 
tropolis United Church, 8:00 p. m. 
February 18, Massey Hall 
February 19, University of Toronto con- 
vocation 
University of Western Ontario 
February 20, convocation 
McMaster University 
February 21, public meeting 
Mc Gill University 
February 24, McGill gymnasium (tenta- 
tive), 8:00 p. m. 
February 26, McGill convocation, Noyes 
Hall 


Ottowa 

February 27, public meeting 
Queens University 

March 1, public meeting, Grant Hall 
University of British Columbia 

April 18-21 
Victoria 

April 22-23 

Hoped for but not confirmed at press 

time are appearances of General and 
Lady Dobbie at the University of Min- 
nesota, University of Washington, Uni- 
versity of California and UCLA. 


BATTLEGROUND OF PRAYER 


Immediately after the sinking of the Bismarck, pride and power of the German 
navy, Admiral Sir John Tovey, Commander of the Home Fleet, gathered to- 
gether the ship’s company and addressed them as follows: 

“One is very diffident about speaking of these things in public, but for 


many years I have been a great believer in the power of prayer. 
last few days I have prayed as I never prayed before. 


During these 
If anyone had said 


we could meet the Bismarck, that great ship, with her main armament of 
nine-inch and fifteen-inch guns, and come out of the action without damage and 
without loss of a single British life,*no one would have believed him, It is in- 
credible. It can be attributed to only one thing. I firmly believe that the result 
of this action was due to Divine guidance and protection.” 

















Jf you have been thinking about the for- 
eign mission field—or any other voca- 
tion for Christ—one of the first things 
to do is to get the facts upon which to 
base an intelligent, prayerful decision. 


B EFORE determining whether one has 
a call to be a missionary, it is well 
to examine the essential requirements: 
(1) Do you know the people to whom 
you are going? (2) Do you know what 
to do for them? (3) Why are you go- 
ing? Is it because you are constrained by 
the love of Christ? 


In too many cases the missionary has 
gone out with a very inadequate idea of 
the people to whom he was to minister. 
The ideas of evangelism which he had 
obtained came from street meetings in 
some large city, and the only missionary 
methods with which he was familiar 


ADVICE TO MISSIONARY CANDIDATES 








by Eugene Nida, Ph.D. 


were generalizations which were made 
on the basis of the early Christian church 
and the evangelization of peoples of Hel- 
lenistic culture. 

But you may be planning to go into a 
non-literate culture, with entirely dif- 
ferent social and religious concepts and 


When Eugene Nida was taking his graduate 
work at the University of Michigan, stories of 
his linguistic ability circulated freely. One of 
them: He went out to visit an Indian village 
one week-end, came back able to speak the 
language. Jf this story is a bit exaggerated, it 
at least gives an idea of Dr. Nida's linguistic 
talent, He is a member of the Wycliffe trans- 
lation group now active in Mexico, and teach- 
es phonetics and phonemics to missionaries 
and recruits at Camp Wycliffe, the summer 
language camp for missionaries. 

















values than those you know. For ex- 
ample, you may be thinking of working 
where the people have no idea of an 
afterlife dependent upon one’s behavior 
during earthly life, or where it is im- 
possible to even speak of a Heavenly 
Father since communal marriage rela- 
tionships completely change the family 
concept, or where women instead of men 
take the active leadership in a form of 
society called matriarchy. All these 
types of society demand special study, if 
the missionary is to do the best piece of 
work, Before a medical doctor is in a 
position to recommend a cure, he must 
have studied anatomy, the form of the 
body; physiology, the function of the 
body; and pathology, the diseases of the 
body. The knowledge of materia medica 
alone is not sufficient. 

Likewise with the missionary, he must 
know the forms of society, the function- 
ing of it, the diseases of it, both personal 
and collective, and then he is in a posi- 
tion to best administer the cure, which is 
to be found in the saving power of the 
vicarious atonement of Christ. 

The best way to learn about the form 
and function ot societies other than our 
own is to study anthropology, and par- 
ticularly that branch called ethnology. 
No one should attempt to be a mission- 
ary without availing himself of such 
training. 

Knowing the people is, however, not 
enough. It is important to know what to 
do for them. The missionary must often 
be able to learn an aboriginal language, 
one which is not reduced to writing; he 
must be prepared to translate something 
of the Bible into the language, teach the 
people to read it, explain it carefully and 





effectively, lead people to an acceptance 
of the message, and help converts in- 
terpret the message of the Gospel in 
terms of their own cultural situation. The 
missionary is an apostle of Christ and 
not of western civilization, Only a care- 
ful appraisal of his work will prevent 
him from becoming the latter. 


In addition to his major task of pre- 
senting the message of the Word, he 
must be able to translate this message 
into life. Men cannot believe that God 
loves them until they can see that love 
demonstrated in one who claims to come 
with God’s message, nor can men pos- 
sibly believe that Christ died for them 
unless the ambassador of Christ demon- 
strates that he has come not to be min- 
istered unto but to minister, 'and to give 
his own life, if necessary, on behalf of 
the people. 


Knowing pecple and knowing what to 
do for them may be completely ineffec- 
tive unless one possesses the last and 
essential requirement of a missionary, 
namely the constraining love of Christ. 
Sentimental gushing about the “poor 
natives” is worse than nothing. Even 
kindness and compassion which spring 
from human pity turn out to be rose- 
colored glasses in the face of reality and 
the spiritual struggles which are “not 
against flesh and blood.” 


The missionary can only successfully 
complete his task if he possesses the un- 
dying, unfaltering, eternal love of Christ, 
if he sees men as Christ sees them, and 
if constrained by His love, he is willing 
to set all else aside to proclaim the Good 
News about One who came to give life 
and to give it more abundantly. 








Steama ! 


by C. Stacey Woods 


Db” you ever cram night after night for 
exams and then when finals were 
finally over, feel you just had to let 
down your hair and scream? 


Were you ever at an Inter-Varsity 
conference where meeting after meeting 
filled the day until you felt that you had 
to have a safety valve somewhere or 
something would burst? 


How can a Christian let off steam? 


Too many Christian young people to- 
day relax and let off steam by hilarious, 
noisy, irreverent, and unthinking sing- 
ing of gospel songs and choruses. Chor- 
uses that are particularly rhythmic, 
which have a melodious lilt and swing, 
seem to afford the most satisfying relief. 
The tragedy, however, is that the words 
of these songs often deal with the deep- 
est and most sacred subjects. To sing 
about Christ in this way must grieve 
Him, must dishonor God, and is very 
often a stumbling block to the nonchris- 
tian who happens to be present. 


A far better solution to the problem 
becomes evident if we realize that when 
we trusted Jesus Christ, the life of God 
in Christ was imparted to us by the Holy 
Spirit and we received a new nature, a 
divine nature—but we still remain hu- 
man beings. We have wholesome, natu- 
ral appetites which need satisfaction. 
But God’s purpose for us is that we 
should live on the spiritual level and 


Biowing @Off 


































. not by singing jazzy choruses, but get 
out of doors if possible, hike, swim, play. 
Here, showing how, are student executive 
members of Fellowship groups who found fun 
necessary to relieve long sessions of hard 
thinking at the Ontario-Quebec Inter-Varsity 
Leadership Conference. 


satisfy natural appetites incidentally, 
rather than live on the natural level with 
our Christian life fitting into the picture 
incidentally, 

Thus, the way to solve the problem is 
not by singing jazzy choruses but to get 
out of doors if possible and have a long 
hike, a swim, a good game of tennis, or 
softball. These are perhaps the best 
forms of relief and relaxation after a 
period of spiritual concentration. 

But when one is indoors the problem 
is more acute. 

In a growing number of Inter-Varsity 
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When one is indoors the problem is more acute. 





But not without solution, 


as proved by the sweet-singing quartert above. Left to right: Ted Kinsinger, 
School of Practical Science; Lindy Nesbitt, $.P.S. grad; John Robson, Knox 
Theological College; and Wilf Bauman, University College. 


chapters this problem of letting off steam 
is being squarely and effectively faced. 
At conferences and outings provision is 
being made for a period of wholesome 
activity and fun in good taste on a 
Christian level and in harmony with con- 
secrated Christian living. 


For instance, at the eastern Canadian 
leadership conference held recently at 
Guelph, Ontario, the Saturday evening 
meal was devoted to just such relaxation. 
Don Wilson led in the singing of folk- 
songs and action dittys as illustrated by 
the singing of the French-Canadian song 
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“Alouette.” There was a period of anec- 
dotes by Baron Munschhaeusen Keith 
Yonge who told of his experiences with 
a polar bear in Labrador. Impromptu 
speeches added their touch of humor and 
relaxation—for listeners! 


Conference delegates, satisfied with a 
good meal and relaxed by a period of 
hilarious, wholesome fellowship, _re- 
turned to the conference room to think 
of the Lord Jesus and to sing His praise 
with a new depth of meaning and a 
growing appreciation for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus their 
Lord. 











Mildred Morningstar was in ber second year 
at the University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklaboma, 
when this experience occurred. Now married 
—and with two little girls—she is still plan- 
ning to finish ber college work. Meanwhile 
she has just authored “Reaching Children,” 
a new Moody Press publication on reaching 
children for Christ. 


I HAVE not always believed the Bible. 

In fact the time is not so far removed 
when I thought scornfully of the simple 
folk who trusted in its doctrines. In these 
days of enlightenment, I thought only 
the uneducated would seriously consider 
this old collection of tales and fables. 
And from the heights of my superior 
knowledge as a college student I smiled 
down on the poor unfortunates who 
didn’t know any better. 


This was before the Young People’s 
Camp. After a day of fun in a beautiful 
outdoor setting, we young people were 
challenged every evening by a speaker 
who almost startled us. He brushed the 
superficial aside and dealt with reality. 
We recognized in him a man who was 
head and shoulders above the common 
crowd—well educated, and brilliant, but 
sympathetic, and practical. He quickly 
became the popular person on the camp 
grounds. And he recommended the 
Bible. In fact he gave good reasons for 
reading it—not only occasionally, but 
regularly as a part of our necessary life. 

Then he gave us an opportunity to de- 


cide. Would we individually spend 15 
minutes daily in feeding on these words 
of life? This was a new idea to me— 
that the Bible was for young people. | 
had always relegated it to the old folks, 
along with rheumatism and_ rocking 
chairs. | wondered if he could be right. 
Could there really be strength and help 
for me in the Bible? I would experiment. 
| would try this man’s proposition for 
three weeks. If it would do for me what 
our speaker had said, I wanted it. If it 
wouldn’t—well, after three weeks | 
would no longer continue. 


After my return from the Camp | 
started my three weeks’ trial of the Bible 
early in the morning before the duties of 
the day began. To my surprise | found it 
related to my own experience—it told of 
people who felt as I felt: men and women 
who had doubts as I had: and others 
who were involved in situations similar 
to those in which I found myself. Things 
began to open up before me. Problems 
that had previously been so perplexing 
vanished into thin air. There was a new 
joy in living. A sense of peace and secur- 
ity began to pervade my life. My days 
became different. People who by their 
very presence had irritated me, some- 
how did not disturb me. Problems which 
would formerly have upset both my 
plans and disposition, now left the latter 
untouched. | could not understand it. | 
was different. Truly this was a marvel- 
lous book. True, I did not understand 
everything I read, but God would not 
have been very wise if He had written 
a book which man could have under- 
stood in entirety on the first reading. 


Slowly it broke upon my conscious- 
ness that I had blindly adopted the opin- 
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ions of others without examining the 
Bible for myself. So many of the difficul- 
ties which the critics expounded were 
cleared away by the simple reading of 
the text. Almost before I knew it the 


three weeks had passed. Should I con- 
tinue? There was no question in my 
mind. I was not going to give up the 
help and satisfaction the Bible reading 
had brought me. 





A Love Story Infinitely True 


by Lewis Sperry Chafer, President, Dallas Theological Seminary | 


s 1T possible that you feel that every- 
| thing in life has been superficial and 
therefore unsatisfactory? 

Do you at times sense the depths of 
your own being and long to enter into 
its fathomless realities? 


Have you met some person who baf- 
fled you because that one seemed to live 
in a world of true experience into which 
you are conscious you have never en- 
tered? Has it occurred to you that such 
experiences and greater compensations 
would be your portion in life if you were 
brought into a living, vital, and un- 
changeable relationship to God? 

To this end, | am asking you to forget 
your present ideas of so-called religion, 
to forget prejudice, to forget arguments 
that unbelief may suggest, even to give 
no thought, for the present, to your man- 
ner of daily life whether it may or may 
not be well pleasing to God. For once I 
ask you to dismiss the whole problem as 
to what you should or should not do. All 
these issues which are quite important in 
their place are unrelated in any direct 
way to the fundamental reality which 
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must be considered first if any worth- 
while advance step is to be taken. 


WHY WILL GOD DO THINGS FOR YOU? 


It is evident that whatever is done in 
the changing of your life must be done 
by God Himself, and it is reasonable to 
seek the answer to the direct question as 
to why God may be expected to do 
transforming things for us. This question 
comes first because in every respect it 
stands first. 

The answer is fully stated in four 
words—Because He loves you. As a 
truth, this is both stupendous and basic. 
To be told, as we are told repeatedly, 
that God loves us with an infinite, un- 
changing love, brings to your heart—if 
you heed the message—a great love. 
Your life in all its features will be trans- 
formed when your heart responds to the 
love of God; especially as that love is 
disclosed to us:in the redeeming grace of 
God toward us through Christ in His 
death and resurrection, 

That His love for us is infinite does 
not excuse a finite mind from attempting 
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to respond to it; it means, rather, that 
eternity itself will be required to enter 
fully into the riches of that which is too 
glorious for our present comprehension. 
Though it will not be grasped in its ful- 
ness now, it nevertheless remains true 
that the love wherewith God now loves 
us is infinite. 

If to neglect the love of a friend is so 
reprehensible, how much more the neg- 
lect of the love of one’s Creator and 
Benefactor! He it is with whom, by the 
very nature of the case, we will have to 
do throughout all eternity. He warns 
against a disregard of His love and the 
results in eternity of that disregard. 

God’s love is like that of a friend. 

It is personal, 

It is a love which sustains ceaseless 
thoughts of devotion and prompts un- 
wearied acts of tender care. 

God never ceases to follow each in- 
dividual with His measureless solicitude. 
That He loves so many in the world 
should not be allowed to rob any indi- 
vidual of the assurance, so emphasized 
in the Bible, that God’s love is personal 
—such a love as He might manifest if 
that individual were the only creature 
and object of His love in all the universe. 

One common fallacy respecting the 
love of God for us is that He loves us 
only when we are good; that is utterly 
untrue. God doubtless suffers, as infi- 
nite love alone can suffer, when the ob- 
ject of His love is injured by sin. 

He loves those who are evil. 

How else can it be explained that He 
so loved the world as to give His only 
begotten Son to save them from perish- 
ing under the judgment of their sin? It 
is written that God commendeth His 
love to us in that while we were yet sin- 


ners and enemies, Christ died for us 
(Rom, 5:8). It is by means of the fact 
that Christ died for us that we perceive 
God’s love (I John 3:16). His love is 
not withheld until we are forgiven, 
saved, and purified. That He loves the 
unlovely is the only hope they have. 


Another fallacy is that God’s love 
ceases when we do wrong. It is true, 
again, that we may grieve Him by our 
manner of life, but God never ceases to 
love, Of Christ it is said, “Having loved 
his own which were in the world, he 
loved them evermore” (John 13: 1, 
Gk.). His is an everlasting love. 

The reason then why God will do His 
utmost for you is this fact, that to do 
so satisfies His love for you. It is not 
because you are worthy, or because you 
merit His gifts. His undertakings for you 
do not arise in you, but in Him. He does 
it very simply because He wants to do 
it, and He wants to do it because He 
loves. Remember and count it to be true 
that He is not going to love you some 
time; He loves you now. With that in 
mind, cannot you commit yourself to 
Him and at least thank Him for such 
incomprehensible devotion to you? 


WHAT HAS GOD DONE FOR YOU? 


As the unaided human mind grasps 
but feebly the infinite love of God and 
therefore reacts toward it with shock- 
ing indifference, so, in like manner, the 
human mind comprehends but little of 
that which God has already done for 
each individual and offers a correspond- 
ing minimum to God for His benefits. 

At this point we are not concerned 
with those general blessings from God 
about which very much is easily said and 
for which we are under very great obli- 
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gation to be grateful—existence itself 
with all its eternal possibilities, health, 
reason, opportunity, unceasing divine 
care, and earthly friends. God’s person- 
al love should be observed in those 
things, but not with the greatest certain- 
ty; for God has not told us of His love 
for us by means of variable benefits. 


He tells of His love for us by means 
of Christ dying for us on the cross. 
Christ the King of Glory, the Creator of 
all things, descended from His home in 
heaven and became one of us in this 
human family—a Kinsman-Redeemer— 
that He might die for us, bearing Him- 
self the judgment of our sins. This, 
again, is not something He will do for us 
when we are good enough to merit such 
ascendancy. His death is history and the 
Bible assigns, in the main, the one reason 
for His death; that is, He died for you. 
As certainly as this is true, there remains 
no obligation to persuade Him to die 
again for you. 

The infinite values are gained and 
there remains only the immeasurable 
privilege of entering understandingly 
into that which He has wrought. 

Three honors which are rightfully 
estimated to be the greatest that could 
ever come to any person in the world, as 
strange as this may seem and as unap- 
preciated as these may be, are now com- 
pletely conferred on each person in the 
world; therefore, these honors are con- 
ferred on you. These honors are, (1) 
God loves you with an infinite love, (2) 
the King of Glory died for you, and (3) 
all the riches of God’s eternal grace are 
now open to you through the death and 
resurrection of Christ for you. 

It is the second, that is, that Christ bas 
already died that death which was the 
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penalty for your sins, that we are to 
think of now. This stupendous under- 
taking on Christ’s part for you creates 
a situation which changes the whole re- 
lationship between God and yourself. 
We are criminals already executed, in 
the sight of God’s holy demands. All 
that could be gained by our answering 
by execution for the crime of our sin 
against God has been wrought for us by 
our Substitute who died in our place. 
That death on the cross did not belong 
to the Substitute. He bore no judgment 
due to Himself. His death was, to the 
last degree of infinite reckoning, a death 
in behalf of you and me. “God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto him- 


self” (II Cor, 5:19). 


This does not mean that the cross of 
Christ of itself saves anyone, else all 
would be saved. 

There were two great hindrances in 
God’s way as He contemplated the satis- 
fying of His love in saving men: (1) 
Their sins and lost estate could not be 
glossed over or merely excused as an act 
of generosity on God’s part. God is in- 
finitely holy and sin is both against Him 
and His government, Sin against His 
Person might be passed over; but sin 
against His government cannot be treat- 
ed lightly. Thus human sin stood in the 
way of the free exercise of God’s power 
in saving the lost. This hindrance has 
been removed by God himself in the 
death of Christ in behalf of us all. Every- 
thing in your own self and in your past 
life which might hinder God from di- 
rectly saving you has been judged in a 
manner so complete and righteous that 
God is satisfied with it as the solution of 
the problem which your own sin created. 
It is a pertinent question now whether 
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you are yourself satisfied with that dis- 
position of your sins which satisfies God. 
(2) The human will is involved in this 
vast issue. God does not override or 
coerce the human will, He gives it com- 
plete respect. He may persuade you by 
bringing before your vision the wonders 
of His grace and marvelous provision 
for your salvation through Christ; but 
even then you must exercise your will. 
You must elect to stand not in your own 
worthiness but as sheltered under the 
sacrifice and merit of Christ for you. It 
remains true that “whosoever will may 
come.” Thus you, too, must be satisfied 
with Christ’s saving work for you and 
willing to rest all your hope upon it as 
the ground of your own salvation. It 
therefore follows with unfailing certain- 
ty that Christ has died for you, bearing 
your own judgment, and, as you willing- 
ly commit yourself to Him as your Sav- 
iour, every hindrance is removed and 
God’s immeasurable saving power is ex- 
ercised in your behalf and to the end 
that His love for you may be satisfied. 


God waits to exercise thus His love 





1. d), New York 

2. b). Evanston, Illinois 

3. a). Austin 

4. c). Seattle 

5. d). Palo Alto 

6. c). Daily prayer meeting 

7. d). Daily devotional period 


8. CAMF are the initials of the new 











toward you. He desires to save you with 
that limitless salvation which His love 
provides; but He awaits your own choice 
of the Saviour He has provided. There 
should be no confusion of mind at this 
point. There is a vast difference between 
what God may do for you (by which 
alone you are saved) and what you 
might do for Him in life and service. 
It is thus seen that we either trust our- 
selves to save ourselves—most hopeless, 
indeed—or we trust Christ who is in 
every respect qualified to be our Sav- 
iour. 

Will you not say, then, ‘Christ died 
for sinners, J] am a sinner, therefore 
Christ died for me? His death for me 
assures me that He will save me; nay, 
more, it assures me that He desires suf- 
ficiently to save me that He has died for 
me, I will trust Him wholly.” 

This is the answer of a believing, 
thankful heart. To the one who says this 
He never fails to be the all-sufficient 
Saviour and by the salvation which you 
thus secure, the love of God finds its 
satisfaction. 


Don't look yet. See the test on page 20 


Aere rbrce The rbuswerd: 


Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fel- 
lowship. For details, see January 
HIS 

9. IVCF—initials of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship 

10. National Association of Evangelicals 
are sponsoring the clothing drive. 
Give yourself half credit if you 

named some cooperating organiza- 

tion 




























































BY LT. CHARLES TROUTMAN 


Charlie Troutman, who plans to return 
to student work after the war, was Inter- 
Varsity's first staff member in the U. S. 
Then, suddenly yanked into army duties, 
be went to Officers’ Candidate School, 
gained his commission (meteorology), 
and soon found himself in Australia 
where he visited the University 
of Queensland. Here is bis report. % 





How Aussie Students 
Win Campus Friends to Christ 


“HRISTIAN students here at the Uni- 
a versity of Queensland have one 
main activity—witnessing to Christ. This 
sounds like an ordinary description, but 
it isn’t. For the whole attitude of these 
students, as well as their stated program, 
focuses on this one main goal of bring- 
ing students to Christ and then helping 
those who have found Him to grow. 

This means that each week there are 
several prayer meetings, a Bible study, 
an evangelistic meeting, and a mission- 
ary group—all directed to the one pri- 
mary goal. In fact, except for the past 
few weeks of preparation for exams, 
when only the keen Christians have 
come to the meetings, | have not seen 
what we call a devotional meeting all 
year. 

A house party is held over the Easter 
holidays to start off the year’s pro- 
gram about six weeks after school be- 
gins in February. The Christians invite 


Open-air classes at 
Melbourne’  Univer- 
sity, Australia 





their friends and the entire five days is 
given over to their conversion. This 
is the year’s biggest single evangelistic 
effort. These house parties are some- 
what like our conferences, except that 
they are not as concentrated. They are 
amazingly successful: quite a group of 
the brains and campus leaders have 
found Christ—permanently. 

When the group returns to the cam- 
pus, they concentrate on consolidating 
and extending their work of evangel- 
ism. 

The thing here that has amazed me 
most is the personal attitude of the 
Christian students toward their unsaved 
friends. There were only about six men 
in the group when the year began, but 
now it is much larger. Here are some 
of the things these students are doing— 
things that show how students here 
look at life. (Incidentally, the spark- 
plug is a soph.) 

The most rumpscious club on the 
campus is the Radical Club—which is 
true to its name. One of the Inter-Var- 
sity fellows majoring in economics 
joined the thing just so be could pre- 
sent the Christian point of view, And he 
surely has done this well! 

Most of the Christians have, until 
now, been in one dormitory, but they 
are planning to move out so that there 
will be a testimony in as many others 
as they can get into. This is at consider- 
able sacrifice to the men concerned, 
and it will mean that they will be quite 
alone in their new residences—at first! 

Then, they frequently go out to play 
tennis or other games with other fel- 
lows in order to speak to them about 
Christ. And their telling of Christ all 
comes quite naturally because they know 





St. Patrick’s College, Sydney 


beforehand just what kind of leading 
question they will start with. They 
read up on the special likes and dislikes 
and studies of the fellows they want to 
reach in order to talk to them most ef- 
fectively. 

For example, one socialist, after 
some preparation, was asked by one of 
the Christian fellows how he expected 
to change men so his system could 
work, Of course this discussion started 
with “total depravity” and ended with 
a clear statement of the claims of Christ. 
Another fellow, a liberal, was asked how 
he thought his Christ could do anything 
for a desperate humanity. This led to 
further talks . . . 


For those recently converted, the stu- 
dents who have been Christians longer 
have their Quiet Times with them until 
they get on their spiritual feet. And of 
course, the presence of mature Inter- 
Varsity grads helps here. They are able 
to put new Christians in touch with older 
men who are specialists (or nearly so) 
in their own fields. 

The Student Christian Movement is 
active here, so that there is a real battle. 
Yet the aggressive attitude is expressed 
in the way the students are willing to 
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This scene is the Great Hall of Sydney University during the conferring 


of degrees upon graduating students. 


take their stand. They announce and 
carry through a provocative program, not 
mincing words but stating the issue of 
evangelical vs. liberal clearly and often. 
As a result, a great many pagan students 
(atheists, et al) attend the meetings. In 
only a few meetings this year have the 
unsaved been outnumbered. 

This clear statement of issues is some- 
what more possible here than in Amer- 
ica because of the presence of the theo- 
logical colleges on the campuses. The 
issues of liberalism are live ones here, 
although they are not discussed unless 
the Inter-Varsity group raises them. At 
least, the claims of this opposing evan- 
gelical force are recognized to be real. 
Inter-Varsity students are known on the 
campus for their intellectual position. 
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Not that they are necessarily intellects, 
but they stand for something and know 
why. 


In the seminaries there is a strong un- 
derground movement here to get real 
men of God into churches, The opposi- 
tion is tremendous, but there are good 
chances for success. There is not the 
open split, but rather a boring from 
within. 

Behind the campus program there is a 
long-range view of training and placing 
Christian men in key positions all 
through Australia—not for the purpose 
of making their profession Christian, 
but of witnessing for Christ in their var- 
ious fields, For example, one of the men 
here now in dentistry plans to practice 
in western Australia and so be able to 








sponsor Christian high school clubs there 
in that section, where none now exist. 
Several of the medics hope to work with 
the Nurses Group in country hospitals— 
training Christian nurses for the foreign 
and home field. Then, the islands north 
of here offer unbounded semi-home mis- 
sion effort for graduates. 

Acting as the hub of all this extended 
Christian effort is the Inter-Varsity 
Grads’ Fellowship, consisting of trained 
men and women who can take over lead- 
ership where needed. Actually, the stu- 
dents themselves think very little of in- 
creasing their own spiritual life. Rather, 
they do all they can to make Christ 
known. But there is a small group of 
grads here in the city who look after the 
spiritual growth of the students very 


closely. This is quite unique and works 
very well. | am not sure the students are 
fully conscious of how this works, but | 
have watched it. For example, when one 
of the fellows shows some spiritual 
promise, one of the grads gets hold of 
him and spends some time with him. 
This means considerable sacrifice, but 
it has been well worth it. The purpose 
is not so much to urge him to go on with 
the Lord as to show him bow, and to 
open up his mind to the deeper things. 
This is not a single event, but goes on 
for a year or more. 

It all adds up to this—students here 
look at life more as a missionary effort 
wherever they are than we do. This is 
perhaps the most significant thing about 
the work, 


WESLEY'S RULES FUR LAY ASSISTANTS 


@ Believe evil of no one. If you see it done, well; else take heed how you 
credit it. Put the best construction on everything. The judge is always 
supposed to be on the prisoner's side. 


Speak evil of no one, keep your thoughts within your own breast ‘till 


you come to the person concerned 


Tell everyone what you think wrong in bim, and that plainly, and as 
soon as may be, else it will fester in your heart. Make all haste, there- 
fore, to cast the fire out of your bosom. 


Read the most useful books. Steadily spend all the morning in this 
employ, or at least five hours in every 24. 


@ “Sammy,” said John Wesley to his nephew, “be punctual. Whenever J 
am to go to a place, the first thing J do is to get ready; then what time 


remains is all my own.” 
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FE EELING rather bright? Fine. Then try your brains on these simple ques- 
tions. If you get 7 out of 10 you are, surprisingly enough, doing all right. 
Eight out of 10 and you can look pleased, Nine out of 10 makes you a semi- 
genius. But if you get them all right, watch out. It means you’re a book- 
worm type, need to mix more with people! (The answers are on page 15). 


Where are the Following Untuerstiies Located? 


1. COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
a). Chicago; b). Baltimore; c). Columbus; Ohio; d). New York 
e). Nosuch school 
2. NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
a). Portland, Oregon; b). Evanston, Illinois; c). Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota; d). Boston, Massachusetts 
3. UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
a). Austin; b). Dallas; c). Fort Worth; d). Oklahoma City 
4. UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
a). Vashon Island; b). Tacoma; c). Seattle; d). Walla Walla; 
e). Washington, D. C. 
5. STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
a). Los Angeles; b). San Francisco; c). Berkely; d). Palo Alto; 
e). Stanfordville 


Tdentify the Following “Terme: 


6. DPM 
a). slang meaning “definitely premeditated”; b). a chemical symbol; 
c). daily prayer meeting; d). an unintelligent postmistress 


7. QUIET TIME 
a). afternoon nap; b). the period between 1 a. m. and 6 a. m. each 
morning; c). name of a novel; d). devotional period 


8. CAMF are the initials of what organization? 
9. IVCF are the initials of what organization? 


10. A drive for clothing for Europe is being sponsored by what evangelical 
Christian organization? 
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Happily Unmannied 


By a Girl Who Is 


I AM not married .What’s more, I’m 25 

and have no immediate prospects of 
marriage. What some of my friends 
can’t figure out is why I am still happy 
about it. 

It wasn’t so long ago I had to be bru- 
tally frank with myself, I had to admit 
that, humanly speaking, I was of the sex 
that normally sets marriage as the chief 
ambition of life. 


I had seen a good number of my 
friends achieve that goal, too. For some 
of them the prize was worth gaining. 
For others, the apple was definitely rot- 
ten at the core. 

This observation was one of the things 
that convinced me that happiness is not 
dependent upon marital status. Happi- 
ness may or may not accompany mar- 
riage; it may or may not be the com- 
plement of “single blessedness.” I have 
seen a goodly share of “sour” old maids 
as well. 

Thus the secret of happiness lies with- 
in ourselves rather than in outward cir- 
cumstances. 

At the same time I frankly confess 
that I am organically constituted for 
marriage rather than spinsterhood, and 
that other things being equal I would 
prefer the security, love, and compan- 
ionship of marriage to any sugar plums 
that even an exciting career could of- 
fer. 

But the problem is not quite so simple 
as that. And again, I shall be quite frank 


in saying that the crux of the difficulty 
lies with “man.” 

In the first place, there are too few 
of him among born-again Christians. 
Pastors everywhere bewail the fact that 
women almost universally carry the bur- 
den of responsibility so far as the church 
is concerned. Most church services find 
at least two women to every man in 
attendance. 


This means, of course, that there just 
aren't enough Christian men to go 
around. Yet I do not, and I don’t believe 
any other earnest Christian girl does 
want to flaunt Scripture. I have already 
seen too many examples of life-long 
tragedy that have resulted from being 
“unequally yoked.” 

Even so far as Christian men are con- 
cerned, there is a point I must make at 
the risk of sounding like “sour grapes.” 
It would be unfair, of course, to say that 
all of them are conceited, However, | 
am firmly of the opinion that there are 
too many who have deluded themselves 
into the belief that they possess a mas- 
culine beauty which must be equally 
matched by feminine beauty. 

Meanwhile, I think women are more 
concerned as to the spiritual propensi- 
ties of their possible spouses than are 
men. Very often I have heard friends of 
mine say, “I can’t be interested in him. 
He is a Christian, but his interest does- 
n’t go deeper than that.” 

On the other hand, my candid obser- 
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vation is that even Christian fellows pre- 
paring for the ministry are much more 
interested in physical attractiveness than 
in spiritual depth. Let the doubter cas- 
ually take stock of the preachers’ wives 
who have been a liability to their hus- 
bands rather than an asset. 

One little quirk that has been a 
source of constant amusement to me is 
the vigour with which most Christian fel- 
lows condemn make-up on Christian 
girls. “It’s worldly,” they say. Then ob- 
serve which girls these same fellows date 
and usually marry—the ones who have 
increased their physical attractiveness 
with “worldly” make-up. 

That beauty is not skin deep, is not 
simply a bromide of the world. It has, it 
seems to me, a Christian application as 
well. 

Then, there are a few other problems 
which I and my friends have learned to 
face openly. 

One is that men have a habit of de- 
manding that their wives be younger and 
dumber than they. The value of this to 
the ever present ego is obvious. What it 
means to me is this: I have a college edu- 
cation. While college men are often per- 
fectly willing to marry non-college girls, 
the opposite is not true except in very 
rare cases. Furthermore, although a 
goodly number of men reach the age of 
28 to 30 unmarried, they are much more 
likely to marry girls of 20 to 22 than 
those their own age. Again, physical at- 
tractiveness and youth mean a great deal 
more than maturity and experience. 

These are not complaints. It is simply 
a matter of facing facts. 

So, “man” being what he is, and I 
being what I am, we shall probably con- 
tinue to go our separate ways. Mean- 
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while, the life 1 am looking forward to 
has plenty of possibilities. 

In the first place, spinsterhood and 
its independence gives me opportunity in 
the Lord’s service which I would not 
have otherwise. 

The Apostle Paul recognized this fact 
when he wrote, “There is a difference 
also between a wife and a virgin. The 
unmarried woman careth for the things 
of the Lord, that she may be holy in 
body and in spirit; but she that is mar- 
ried careth for the things of the world, 
how she might please her husband” (I 
Cor. 7:34). 

This means that in my personal life 
there is nothing to deter me from putting 
God first in my life. He becomes the 
center of my affection—both literally 
and figuratively. As a result, I can expect 
my life to be a more effective testimony 
to the saving and redeeming power of 
the Lord Jesus. 

As a church and Sunday school 
worker, I will have more time than my 
married friends. Therefore, my influ- 
ence should be more widely felt. 

And even more important, I will be 
free to take full-time Christian work 
which demands the freedom and inde- 
pendence usually open only to single 
women. 

Obviously, I cannot be satisfied unless 
I can rest in the surety that this is God’s 
plan for my life, and that He does what 
is best for His children. If I can be of 


greater service to Him single than mar- 


ried, then that, too, is my desire. 

And it is the firm acceptance of this 
attitude that is the real secret to un- 
married happiness. 

However, there are problems even 
here. I shall never forget the girl who 


said to me, “If marriage and a home are 
not God’s will for me, why did He make 
me with such an intense desire for 
these?” 

The answer is not too difficult. Sex 
impulses and the mother instinct, ac- 
cording to psychiatrists, are the greatest 
energizing forces of mankind, Psychia- 
trists also agree that these drives can be 
diverted into other fields to the satis- 
faction and welfare of the individual. 
The only real danger is in repression. 

There are dozens of these fields into 
which these drives can be sublimated. 
A Sunday school class of children can be 
the outlet into which a consecrate’ 
Christian girl can pour her energies and 
be of far greater service even than the 
married woman who gives her first in- 
terest to her own children. Nurses’ aid 
work, or just taking an interest in the 
neglected child down the street will be 
good for me as well as for the individ- 
uals I might be serving. 

Meanwhile, from the human view- 
point, there are a number of stumbling 
blocks which must be successfully hur- 
dled if I am to keep happily unmarried. 

The typical “old maid” is a familiar 
mental projection to everyone. Unfor- 
tunately, the picture occasionally is al- 
most embodied in flesh and blood. But 
there is no reason for me to fall into 
that category—even though I may even- 
tually reach 45 still unattached. 

The independence which gives spin- 
sterhood its great advantage in some 
respects also presents its gravest prob- 


lem. I must not let myself become so 
accustomed to doing things my own way 
that I can’t be happy when others differ 
with me or if | must change my practice. 
The best way to insure against this, I be- 
lieve, is to keep myself well surrounded 
with friends my own age and younger— 
married and unmarried, and if at all pos- 
sible, to live with other people in some 
sort of arrangement which will demand 
cooperation. 

Then, I must keep mentally awake so 
that I will be stimulating company in 
any crowd. I must keep informed in 
many different fields, and be able to con- 
verse intelligently about them. 

Moreover, I must lose myself in my 
work or outside activities so that I can’t 
become self-centered or self-satisfied. I 
am very aware that single women have 
a peculiar aptitude for “enjoying ill 
health,” principally because they have 
no one to worry about except them- 
selves. Therefore, I try to take ordinary 
health precautions in the form of proper 
food, rest, and physical exercise—then 
forget myself and let nature do the rest. 

But most of all, I must keep spiritually 
pliable, so that God can do with and in 
me what He desires each day. 

If I do that, I know His promise is 
good: “There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my sake and the gospel’s, but he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this time, 
houses and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands.” 
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by Herb Butt 


Inter-Varsity staff 


NE OF THE many problems con- 
fronting leaders of Fellowship 
chapters and other Christian groups is 
that of choosing speakers for student 
meetings. 

Like all problems in Christian work 
wisdom from God is needed in finding 
the solution to this one. You who are 
on the executive committees need to wait 
upon God in prayer and seek the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit that in every stu- 
dent meeting, at which someone is to 
speak, God’s servant for the particular 
occasion may minister. God’s will in this 
matter is imperative to the success of a 
meeting. 

But, more specifically, how are we to 
judge whether a man is suitable for ad- 
dressing a student meeting? In looking 
for a man to speak at your next evan- 
gelistic or Bible study meeting, for what 
qualifications should you look? 

First let us consider the general quali- 
fications — those which determine 
whether a man is suitable for any kind 
of student meeting. Then let us ponder 
the specific qualifications—those which 
determine whether a man is good for 
leading a Bible study or addressing an 
evangelistic meeting or both. 
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Now for the general qualifications. 
Of course, a man to speak at a Fellow- 
ship meeting must be sound doctrinally. 
That is he must be a man who believes 
in the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God and who upholds the basic doctrinal 
truths of the evangelical faith. But is 
this sufficient? No! What about his daily 
conduct? I am becoming increasingly 
convinced that if a man’s ministry is to 
be blessed and used of God he neces- 
sarily must be living a godly life. He 
must be ever seeking through the power 
of the Holy Spirit to obey the com- 
mandments of Christ our Saviour. How 
can a man who is grieving the Holy 
Spirit by sinning against the light God 
has given him from His Word expect to 
speak in the power and blessing of the 
Holy Spirit? And unless a man speaks 
“in the Spirit” his ministry is powerless. 
Hence be careful to watch for this all- 
important qualification. 


However there is another general 
qualification for which we should look. 
A man may be sound and exceptionally 
godly, but does be understand the stu- 
dent mind—the student point of view? 
Some speakers seem to “click” with stu- 
dents and some do not. Unless a speaker 
appreciates the point of view of the audi- 
ence he cannot be effective; this is a 
good, sound principle of public speaking. 


Therefore in considering whether a 
man qualifies to speak to a Fellowship 
chapter ask yourself this question: does 
he understand the college student? 


This does not necessarily mean he 
must be a former college student, as ex- 
perience has proved the contrary. For 
example, in recent years, for a series of 
Bible studies in a western university an 
elderly man was engaged who had no 
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college experience whatsoever. Never- 
theless his ministry was a tremendous 
blessing to many—in fact it revolution- 
ized their spiritual lives! And why? 
Though he had no college training, he 
was intelligent and undertook to com- 
prehend the students that he might min- 
ister the Word of God from their stand- 
point. Moreover he had an exceptional 
gift of teaching the Scriptures. 
Nevertheless, it is usually best to have 
a college man address a college audience. 
Now that we have determined that a 
certain individual is effective in speaking 
to students, another question confronts 
us: what are his specific qualifications? 


They chose the wrong 
speaker! Note the expres- 
sions on these students’ 
faces. A speaker may be 
sound, godly—but does he 
understand the university 
mind? 


Can he bring a good evangelistic mes- 
sage, or is he better as a Bible teacher? 
A man may be sound doctrinally, godly 
in life, and understanding of the stu- 
dent point of view—yet he may be 
somewhat of a flop speaking at an evan- 
gelistic meeting, but a success at a Bible 
study meeting or vice-versa. Why? 


Here is where a little knowledge of 
the Bible comes in handy. In the fourth 
chapter of his epistle to the Ephesians 
the Apostle Paul tells us that our risen 
and exalted Lord has given to the church 
certain gifts—gifts in the form of men. 
They are apostles, prophets, evangelists; 
pastors, and teachers, Each one of these 
“gifts” is qualified for a particular kind 
of ministry—the evangelist for evange- 
lizing and the teacher for teaching divine 
truth. In I Corinthians, chapter 12, the 
Apostle writes of the gifts of the Spirit 











which are given to men. Hence in Ephe- 
sians we learn that God gives men as 
gifts to the church for various ministry, 
while in Corinthians we learn that God 
gives spiritual gifts to these men to en- 
able them to carry out their ministry. 

In the light of this truth we learn an 
important lesson in choosing speakers. 
Choose the man who is divinely gifted to 
carry out the purpose of your meeting. 
If you are arranging for an evangelistic 
meeting whether it takes the form of an 
evangelistic social or a more formal 
meeting, be sure to choose a man with 
an evangelistic gift to speak. If you are 
arranging a Bible study meeting, choose 
as a speaker a Bible teacher. 


However it is well to keep in mind 
also that sometimes God gives a man 
numerous gifts; you may run across a 
man who is gifted as a teacher, a pastor, 
and an evangelist all in one! Ask the 
Spirit of God to enable you to discern 
these gifts. 

Finally, after you have decided upon 
a person for a particular meeting, be 
certain that you do not forget to fully 
inform bim as to what you expect of 
him, Make clear to him the purpose of 
your meeting. Tell him how long he has 
to speak and when you want him to con- 
clude his message. Do anything possible 
to assist the man to appreciate his audi- 
ence. If there is some specific spiritual 
problem confronting some of the stu- 
dents, tell him about it. 

Above all support him with your 
prayers. 

Remember he is at best a frail crea- 
ture, and without God’s help it is ut- 
terly impossible for him to help you. 

This is true regardless of how out- 
standing a man he may be! Don’t rely on 
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his past success, or you are certain to 
be bitterly disappointed. 

| am reminded of an instance which 
is an outstanding example of the impor- 
tance of informing your speaker what 
you expect of him. A certain man was 
holding meetings in a church in a uni- 
versity community in the west. God was 
blessing his ministry richly. Hence the 
leaders of the local Fellowship chapter 
felt it wise to invite him to speak at one 
of their evangelistic meetings. The man 
responded to the invitation, but he spoke 
on “How the Canon of the New Testa- 
ment was formed.” It was a very inte- 
resting lecture, but the meeting was a 
failure, as there were several pagan stu- 
dents present who had never heard the 
simple message of the gospel clearly 
taught. Here was their first chance, but 
the speaker missed the opportunity. If 
the chapter leaders had informed him of 
what they wanted, perhaps the story 
would have been different. 


Incidentally, good men of God who 
bring to general audiences a vital spir- 
itual message from the Word, often have 
a tendency to suddenly become apol- 
ogetic and “intellectual” when speaking 
to students. Watch out for this, Make 
plain to your speaker what you want. 

God’s ways are far beyond ours, and 
we must remember that “God has chosen 
the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise.” A man whom we may 
consider useless for student work may 
be used mightily by God to the blessing 
of students. Let us not limit God. 

In the history of student work we 
have the outstanding example of Dwight 
L. Moody—the unedcuated, shoe-sales- 
man—being used by the God of all grace 
to the blessing of students in the best of 
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English universities! Therefore, in choos- 
ing speakers let us humble ourselves un- 


der the mighty hand of God and seek 


to be led in all decisions by the Spirit 
of Wisdom. After all, He is the True Ex- 
ecutive of all spiritual work. 


SEVEN MEN WENT SINGING bi 


INTO HEAVEN 


> “It was one of the strangest experien- 
ces in my life,” says Nordenberg, emi- 
nent Finnish engineer. 

“I offered my services to the Govern- 
ment and was appointed an officer in 
General Mannerheim’s army. It was a 
terrible time. We besieged the town. It 
had been taken by the Red Army and 
we re-took it. A number of Red pris- 
oners were under my guard, Seven of 
them were to be shot at dawn on Mon- 
day. | shall never forget the preceding 
Sunday. The seven doomed men were 
kept in the basement of the town hall. 
In the passage my men stood at atten- 
tion with their rifles. 

“The atmosphere was filled with hat- 
red. My soldiers were drunk with vic- 
tory and taunted their prisoners, who 
swore as much as they could and beat 
the walls with their bleeding fists. Others 
called for their wives and children, who 
were far away. At dawn they were all to 
die. 

“Then something happened: one of 
the men doomed to death began to sing! 
‘He is mad! was everybody’s first 





thought. But I had noticed this man, 
Koskinen, had not raved and cursed like 
the others. Quietly he had sat on his 
bench, a picture of utter despair. No- 
body said anything to him—each was 
carrying his burden in his own way, and 
Koskinen sang, rather waveringly at 
first; then his voice grew stronger and 
filled out, and became natural and free. 
All the prisoners turned and looked at 
the singer, who now seemed to be in his 
element : 





Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast; 
There by His love o'ershaded, 
Sweetly my soul shall rest. 


Translated by Major Clara Becker, THE WAR CRY 
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Hark, ‘tis the voice of angels, 
Borne in a song to me 

Over the fields of glory, 
Over the jasper sea. 

“Over and over again Koskinen sang 
that verse, and when he finished every- 
one was quiet for a few minuites until a 
wild-looking individual broke out with 
‘Where did you get that, you fool? Are 
you trying to make us religious?’ 

“Koskinen looked at his comrades and 
his eyes filled with tears. Then he asked 
quietly: ‘Comrades, will you listen to 
me for a minute? You asked me where | 
got thise song: it was from The Salvation 
Army. I heard it three weeks ago. At 
first | also laughed at this song, but it got 
me. It is cowardly to hide your beliefs: 
the God my mother believed in has now 
become my God also. I cannot tell you 
how it happened, but I know that it has 
happened. I lay awake last night, and 
suddenly I felt that I had to find the 
Saviour and to hide in Him. Then | 
prayed—like the thief on the cross—that 
Christ would forgive me and cleanse 
my sinful soul, and make me ready to 
stand before Him whom I should meet 
soon. 

“Tt was a strange night,’ continued 
Koskinen. “There were times when 
everything seemed to shine around me. 
Verses from the Bible and from the song 
book came to my mind. They brought a 
message of the crucified Saviour and the 
blood that cleanses from sin and of the 
Home He has prepared for us. I thanked 
Him, accepted it, and since then this 
verse has been sounding inside me. It 
was God’s answer to my prayer. I could 
no longer keep it to myself! Within a 
few hours I shall be with the Lord, saved 
by His grace.’ 
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“Koskinen’s face shone as by an in- 
ward light. His comrades sat there 
quietly. He himself stood there trans- 
fixed, My soldiers were listening to what 
this Red revolutionary had to say. 

“You are right, Koskinen,’ said one 
of his comrades at last. ‘If only I knew 
that there is mercy for me, too! But these 
hands of mine have shed blood and | 
have reviled God and trampled on all 
that is holy. Now I realize that there is 
a Hell and that it is the proper place for 
me.’ 

“He sank to the ground with despair 
depicted on his face. ‘Pray for me, Kos- 
kinen,’ he groaned, ‘Tomorrow | shall 
die and my soul will be in the hands of 
the Devil! 

“And there these two Red soldiers 
went down on their knees and prayed 
for each other. It was no long prayer, 
but it opened Heaven for both, and we 
who listened to it forgot our hatred. It 
melted in the light from Heaven, for 
here two men who were soon to die 
sought reconciliation with God. A door 
leading into the invisible stood ajar, and 
we were entranced by the sight. 

“Let me tell you shortly that by the 
time it was 4 o'clock all Koskinen’s 
comrades had followed his example and 
begun to pray. Some of them sat on the 
floor, others talked of spiritual things. 

“The night had almost gone and day 
was dawning. No one had had a mo- 
ment’s sleep. ‘Sing the song once more 
for us, Koskinen,’ said one of them. And 
you should have heard them sing! Not 
only that song, but verses and choruses 
long forgotten came forth from their 
memories as buds in the sunshine. The 
soldiers on guard united their voices 
with them. 
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“The town clock struck 6. How | 
wished I could have begged for grace for 
these men, but I knew that this was im- 
possible. 


“Between two rows of soldiers they 
marched out to execution. One of them 
asked to be allowed once more to sing 
Koskinen’s song. Permission was grant- 
ed, Then they asked to die with uncov- 
ered faces—and with hands raised to 
Heaven they sang with might and main: 


Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast. 


“When the last lines had died out, the 
lieutenant gave the word ‘Fire!’ and the 


seven Red soldiers had fought their last 
fight. We inclined our heads in silent 
prayer. 

“What had happened in the hearts of 
the others, I do not know; but so far as 
I was concerned I was a new man from 
that hour. I had met Christ in one of His 
lowliest and youngest disciples, and | 
had seen enough to realize that I, too, 
could be His. ‘The Lord looketh from 
Heaven; He beholdeth all the sons of 
men’ ” (Psalm 33:13). 


Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and 
the life: he that believeth in Me, though 


he were to die, yet shall he live” (John 
17:95; RV). 


Quiet time problems on wartime ne 


by Gordon Harmon, M.A. 


T 1s A SAD fact that many Christian students 

have fallen into difficulties regarding their 
daily quiet times and have neglected them, 
to the detriment of their souls. 

The battle lies primarily in the will. It is 
a matter of decision and earnestness, It in- 
volves physical, mental and spiritual disci- 
pline. We ought not expect God to bless 
us with heavenly wisdom if we are slovenly 
in our setting aside of time to know Him 
better. 

In these days college conditions are so var- 
ious that students are resorting to all man- 
ner of expedients to enjoy an unhurried and 
concentrated Quiet Time. 

The sharing of a room with a non-Christian 
requires careful planning. The fact that an 
alarm clock cannot be used makes it even 


more important to go to bed early. One stu- 
dent testifies that if he asks God the night be- 
fore to wake him and really means it with 
intention to act on it, that part of the prob- 
lem is solved. But it is not as simple for all. 

The ideal is, then, to go quietly to another 
room, which, however, is not usually possi- 
ble. A number have solved the question of 
light in the winter by using a lamp. Some 
resort to a second-best method by postponing 
the main time of quiet to a later part of the 
day. Immediately after breakfast has been 
useful to some who do not have nine o’clock 
lectures. Others find themselves at their best 
last thing at night, and that the effect of 
private devotion at that time is carried over 
to the next day. One student has made a prac- 
tice of taking time as soon as he reaches 


Adapted from the British Inter-Varsity Magazine 
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home in the evening. Before or after the eve- 
ning meal has the advantage that it does not 
break into the middle of one’s program. 
Ideally, however, an evening time should be 
used, not instead of, but in addition to the 
morning. Many find help in using a choice 
spot out of doors, when possible. 

Tiredness is a serious matter. As with aca- 
demic study, quality counts far more than 
quantity. Twenty minutes’ concentration is 
better than three-quarters of an hour’s wan- 
dering and sleepiness. For this reason most 
find it necessary to go to bed early in order 
to be in a fit state for private devotion the 
next morning. 

Hospital life produces difficulties. The eve- 
ning may provide a noisy rather than a quiet 
time. One medical student felt it necessary 
to pray in front of others for the sake of 
witness, but equally necessary to find quiet 
elsewhere. Some have chapels which can be 
used. 

It will surprise many to know that home is 
often the most difficult place of all, If a room 
is shared it is well to have a frank understand- 
ing on the matter and to use another room 
for quiet if necessary, Some parents easily 
complain of their son or daughter not get- 
ting enough sleep if time is taken for devotion. 
Appreciation of their point of view, together 
with the use of a little imagination, will usu- 
ally solve the matter. 

Whatever method each adopts, one thing 
is certain—the habit of a daily time of feed- 
ing on the Scriptures and communing with 
God is an intrinsic part of vital Christianity. 
It is not our life, Christ is our life. But it 
makes an enormous difference. The eternal 
Son of God made a habit of leaving the com- 
pany of men that He might seek closer fellow- 
ship with His Father. The cause of backslid- 
ing is almost invariably found in the neglect 
of this practice; its cultivation is invariably re- 
warded with the gift of heavenly wisdom. 
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You Are Saved? 
by WH. C. Vhiessen, Ph. D. 


Many, indeed, know that they are not 
saved. They have a sense that they are 
lost. They feel themselves guilty before 
God and under just condemnation. 
Others—who once had the assurance of 
salvation—have lost it. Sin has come into 
their lives and they have lost fellowship 
with God. Being without assurance of 
acceptance, they have plunged more 
deeply than ever into sin. As a result 
they do not know just where they are 
now. 

Let it be understood that we may 
know that we are saved, Paul said: “J 
know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which 
| have committed unto him against that 
day” (II Tim. 1:12). John says: “We 
know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren” 
(I John 3:14) ; also: “These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life” (I John 
5:13). It is, therefore, our privilege to 
know and to have the assurance of sal- 
vation. Many of us know that we are 
saved; but how do we know this? 


We Know of God's Provision 


John represents Jesus as “the lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29). But how does He 
























































Hou to know i you're a Christian-- 


take it away? Not by showing us how 
to live by His example and teaching, but 
by paying the penalty of our sin on the 
cross, 

He did not die for His own sins, for 
He was absolutely sinless (John 8:46; 
Heb. 4:1 5; I Pet, 2 :22) ; nor did He die 
merely as a martyr who is true to his 
principles at all costs: He died as our 
substitute: “the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God” (I Pet. 3:18). 
Isaiah says: “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 
Paul exclaims: “He hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in him” (II Cor. 5:21). And Jesus Him- 
self declares: “Even the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:45). Here, then, is 
God’s provision of salvation. 


God's Provision Accepted 

Physicians may prescribe for us ever 
so properly, but if we do not take the 
remedy we shall not be helped. The Is- 
raelites in Egypt were not delivered from 
the destroying angel, by studying and 
imitating the lamb that night when God 
slew the firstborn, nor by paying homage 
to the blood in the basin: they were de- 
livered only as they had the blood ap- 
plied to the individual door-posts and 
lintels (Ex. 12:12, 13). 

We also can be saved only “through 
faith in his blood” (Rom. 3:25); we 
must remember that “as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: that 


whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life” (John 3: 
14, 15). We must not merely believe 
that Christ died for the sins of the world, 
but, specifically, that He died for our 
sins. “For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 


We Have the Spirit's Witness 

Salvation is not merely adherence to 
a theory; nor is it merely emotional ex- 
uberance. It is a truth that—when heart- 
ily embraced—results in the manifesta- 
tion of God in the heart. Paul says: “For 
ye have not received the spirit of bond- 
age again to fear; but ye have received 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God” (Rom. 8:15, 16). John 
says: “He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself” (I John 
5:10). He also says: “And truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ” (I John 1:3). 
There is, then, an inner witness of ac- 
ceptance and a heart fellowship with 
God and Jesus Christ. 

But we must not over-emphasize any 
one of these three things—our know- 
ledge and appropriation of God’s provi- 
sion, and the Spirit’s witness—nor 
change their order. If we do, we shall 
end in a pure intellectualism, an extreme 
emotionalism, or spiritual uncertainty. 
The first two are our responsibility; the 
last one is God’s. We should do our 
part and leave the manifestation of God 
to our hearts to His sovereign times and 
pleasure. 
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by Sgt. Norman Ecklund 


Former student, Drake University, lowa 


A LONG face is like rain at homecom- 
ing. The human face can harbor as 
many clouds as a threatening nimbo- 
stratus sky, and people have a peculiar 
habit of staying in when it rains. If you 
want to draw a fellow student into con- 
versation that will be a pleasure to him, 
exhibit some of that enthusiasm that 
comes only with living for Christ. If you 
are not in the habit of doing so, carry 
this enthusiasm with you in the library, 
in class, on the campus, in the labora- 
tory, at informal discussions—until it 
becomes a part of you. In Christ you 
have something about which you can 
be really enthusiastic. Smile for Him. 


Understanding the attitudes of fellow 
students is a prime requisite. If you have 
recently become a Christian, remember 
what your attitude was before you be- 
came one of God’s people. You must 
admit that you hadn’t anticipated the 
happiness you discovered in being a 
Christian, to say nothing of the good 
times you found at Inter-Varsity and 


other gatherings. There is a surprisingly 
large number of students who believe 
that spiritual Christians are fanatics and 
all religious people sour-faced fun killers. 
That is a point you must bear in mind 
and not judge harshly. Your job is to 
show them that a student in school to- 
day can be a Christian and be decidedly 
happy. 

Perhaps you have discovered that 
there is sometimes a_ possibility of 
““trightening” an unsaved companion be- 
fore you have scarcely started a dis- 
cussion. That sort of hasty testimony 
can be avoided, even without the use of 
a special approach. If you are tolerant, 
and will spend the time, you can engage 
many an unsaved student in serious con- 
versation. 

A friendly and happy student will 
often hear casual remarks about his ap- 
parent contentment with life. That is an 
opening than can be used to good ad- 
vantage. Try to discover a situation with 
an unsaved friend in which you are mu- 
tually grateful for your respective lots in 
the world, You then have an opportunity 
to thank God openly and reveal your 
position in Him, Similarly, a question 
arising in informal conversation, com- 
ments about a class topic, a reference to 
some leisure activity, and various other 
leads may develop which will help you 
get started in discussion. 

Your unsaved friend will have his own 
particular codes and explanations of life, 
but in turn you will have an excellent 
chance to explain what Christ means to 
you, Naturally you can expect disagree- 
ments, and what often appear to be plau- 
sible arguments on his part. Listen to 
them patiently, because it is in human 
nature to exhibit pride in personal con- 





victions. Whether a student’s discussion 
appears sound or not, credit him for 
what he has accomplished in the way of 
serious thinking. If you can agree with 
him on one or two points, let him know 





A friendly, happy student finds many 
openings 


that your ideas follow the same pattern 
in those respects. Often an academic 
subject with a religious bearing will 
prove acceptable to you both. Pick up 
those strands of thought. You will then 
have mutual ground from which to 
launch your own counter-discussion. 


The greatest bulwark from which to 
strike the offensive in a testimony is, of 
course, the Bible. The better you are ac- 
quainted with it, the more effective an 
instrument you will be in God’s hand. A 
great deal of memorizing isn’t necessary, 
but you must know where to find key 
passages. You should be able to refer 


quickly to Biblical accounts of man’s 
need for justification and to those of sal- 
vation, as well as have some understand- 
ing of Bible history and doctrine. 

As soon as you have presented your 
reasons for accepting and trusting Jesus, 
you may expect the almost inevitable in 
unsaved college students, the refuting of 
the Bible. It isn’t universal, but is present 
to some degree in the majority. 

It will take prayer and consecration 
to keep from being bested at this point. 
However, the sciences haven’t disproved 
one jot of the Bible to date, and you 
needn't be a scientist to uphold that fact. 
But you will understand how necessary 
it is for Christian students to be academ- 
ically awake. You must know whereof 
you speak just as surely as your unsaved 
friend, and must understand the infer- 
ence of any “scientific proposal” he 
brings against the Bible. 

Be careful that the conversation does- 
n't degenerate into argument for argu- 
ment’s sake. If your companion is seri- 
ous, he will help you maintain it on the 
proper level. Be as interesting as you 
can, and remember to be courteous. Let 
your friend talk, too. When you have 
exchanged views and the discussion is 
nearing its climax, don’t attempt to keep 
it alive by repetition. If your companion 
is impressed, it may be well to probe 
further. But if his attitude is unchanged, 
let the subject drop for the moment. Part 
friends and keep praying for him. Re- 
member the promise that God’s word 
will not return unto Him void. 

It may take weeks or months for the 
seeds of your witnessing to bear fruit 
in the life of an unsaved student. During 
those weeks and months, don’t be too in- 
sistent. Students are busy, and the best 
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time for serious conversation is when 
your friend is in a talking mood. Perhaps 
he will bring up the subject at various 
times himself. Be firm in your presenta- 
tion, and trust God to accomplish His 
will. Invite your friend to Inter-Varsity 
informals, and bear out in practice what 





you have attempted to show him in 
principle. A touch of Christian fellow- 
ship may win the decision in many cases. 

Eternal Life is the greatest goal for 
which man can strive. Pray for those 
who may miss it, whose only hope is 
Christ through you. 





News of the Campus 
continued from page 35 


Lt. Alfred White, in a letter to his wife, de- 
scribes a visit to Cambridge: “The group is 
much larger than I would have thought in 
war-time. We were lucky enough to find the 
Vice-President, Bruce Robertson, of the 
C.1.C.C.U. (pronounced ‘kickyou’ for Cam- 
bridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union) 
and I had a long talk with him. He had never 
seen HIS and I lent him some copies. I wish 
you could have met him. He is a medical stu- 
dent and was studying a group of bones when 
we came in. He told of some of their meet- 
ings, gave me their magazine to take along 

. Every Sunday evening they have a meet- 
ing which is definitely evangelical and often 
as many as a couple of hundred are present 


JUNIATA COLLEGE Maranatha Bible Club 
led a recent all-school vesper service with 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd” as the theme 
. . Most effective Thursday open meeting at 
the UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA was a 
student panel discussion on “Prayer in the 
Life of a College Student” . UNIVER- 
SITY OF CALIFORNIA Bible League spon- 
sored a Youth Conference in December with 
group discussions and seminars on “Reach- 
ing College and High School Students,” and 
“Personal Evangelism” UNIVERSITY 
OF TEXAS co-presidents outline their weekly 
program: d.p.m.—8:30-8:50; Sunday Bible 
study—4-5 p.m.; weekly evangelistic service 
—Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 p.m 


NEW CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
are reported at COMPTON JUNIOR COL- 
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LEGE, California, and OCCIDENTAL COL- 
LEGE in Los Angeles, Three new chapters 
have been added to the Fellowship: GENEVA 


COLLEGE and JUNIATA COLLEGE in 


Pennsylvania and INDIANA MED, SCHOOL 
in Indianapolis. 


TRACTS GO TO 9000 students and faculty 
and staff at the UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
as a result of much planning and hard work 
by chapter members there. “Four Things God 
Wants You to Know” is the tract being used. 
With it goes a letter of invitation to Inter- 
Varsity meetings on the campus. Those in- 
terested are asked to write for further infor- 
mation, addressing the group at its post office 
box. The 9000 letters were sent out at inter- 
vals rather than all at once so students would 
read them more carefully. 


THE WINTER OHIO CONFERENCE with 
Ohio State University chapter as host on 
their own campus tried something a bit dif- 
ferent for the closing session on Sunday 
morning. The theme of this meeting was wor- 
ship, emphasizing the love and majesty of 
God. The meeting closed with a prayer period 
in which a spirit of worship and praise, pre- 
dominated, instead of petition. Another in- 
teresting feature of the conference was the use 
of the “Black Book” method for group Bible 
study. I Peter, chapter two, was selected for 
the study period. Silence reigned for half an 
hour as all present studied individually, writ- 
ing verse by verse findings and questions in 
notebooks, or on sheets of paper supplied. 
After this individual study period, the confer- 
ence divided into two groups for discussion of 
the passage. Each member was free to con- 
tribute from his notes as the verses were dis- 
cussed consecutively. 











continued from page 36 


other groups in Iowa. Through correspon- 
dence and personal visits by some of its mem- 
bers, this chapter is actively encouraging the 
formation of Christian student groups in near- 
by colleges, Contacts are gathered from every 
available source, and thus far include stu- 
dents at the UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, 
DRAKE, IOWA STATE TEACHERS’ COL- 
LEGE, MORNINGSIDE COLLEGE and DU- 
BUQUE. Early this fall the group began to 
pray for the University of Iowa. Six or seven 
contacts were obtained. Then an I.V.C.F.’er 
from Iowa State stopped off at Iowa City, 
University of Iowa’s home town, on her way 
home. There she found a group just getting 
underway. She passed on the contacts to 
Prexy Dawn Dennison, who followed them 
through. Result? Six or seven new active 
members for the U. of Iowa group, A fund 
has been started by Iowa State to enable 
members of their chapter to visit these other 
campuses. Although the program is just get- 
ting started, its effects are being felt within 
the group itself in a keener sense of respons- 
ibility for the unsaved and a greater con- 
sciousness of their part in the work of campus 
evangelization. 


ADELPHI CONFERENCE—70 Students from 
27 schools attended the fall Middle-Atlantic 
States conference at Adephi, The following 
schools were represented: Temple, Juanita, 
Barnard, Adephi, Bryn Mawr, Biblical Sem- 
inary, Pratt, Packard Collegiate, Princeton 
Seminary, Carnegie Tech, Columbia Univer- 
sity, U. of Minnesota, Brooklyn College, Hun- 
ter, U. of Penn., U. of Virginia, U. of Mich- 
igan, Bethany College, New York University, 
Geneva College, Julliard and Vassar. Dr. Ed- 
dy, President of Adephi, welcomed the group 
at a tea. Results of the conference have 
proved enduring. A student from Adephi was 
won to Christ; several students have written 
about the stupendous fact of Christ’s living 


in them and how this has changed their out- 
look on life and Christianity. One fellow said 
that he had heard very little at the confer- 
ence that he could remember, but that the 
theme was slowly transforming his life. 


CHAPLAIN W. W. WILLARD, of Guadal- 
canal fame, was the speaker at the January 
meeting of the CHRISTIAN TEACHERS’ 
FELLOWSHIP OF DETROIT, This group is 
quickly developing into a strong witness for 
Christ in that area. Christian teachers of 
PHILADELPHIA met for a conference on 
January 20 at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel. 
Mr. Turnbull and Dr. Fritsch were the speak- 
ers. Regular monthly Bible studies are cen- 
tered on the book of Mark. 


HIS is anxious to receive reports from Inter- 
Varsity chapters that have undertaken to col- 
lect clothing for war-torn Europe as out- 
lined in the December, 1944, issue of HIS. 
What procedure are you using? What results 
are you getting? Address your reply to The 
Editors, HIS, 64 E. Lake St., Chicago 1, Ill. 


MISSIONARY PROGRAM to be headed by 
Christy Wilson, Inter-Varsity staff member 
and seminary student from Princeton, New 
The son Iran, 
Christy hopes to return to that country as 
soon as he finishes school. Although his trav- 
eling will necessarily have to be limited, 
Christy will keep in close contact with chap- 
ter missionary secretaries through correspon- 


Jersey. of missionaries to 


dence. 


YANKS VISIT BRITISH I.V.F. at CAM- 
BRIDGE—A recent note from Lt. Ralph Eich- 
enberger: ‘Last Sunday evening I had the 
privilege of attending the Fresher Sermon of 
the Cambridge Inter-Varsity Christian Union. 
It was a thrill to see Holy Trinity chapel filled 
with students, as many fellows as girls over 
here, almost, and to hear the challenging mes- 
sage to trust in Christ personally so that we 
might say with Paul, ‘I have learned the sec- 
ret of living.’ Several students remained after- 
ward to settle the matter of their soul's sal- 
vation.” 
@ continued on page 34 
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H ow to CONTACT CHRISTIAN STU- 
DENTS on a campus is a problem that has 
stumped many an_ Inter-Varsity chapter 
WAYNE UNIVERSITY (Detroit) successful- 
ly overcame this obstacle by a systematic 
coverage of all the evangelical pastors in ‘the 
city. They wrote to each pastor, telling some- 
thing of the work of the I.V.C.F. and asking 
them to list students from their churches at- 
tending Wayne on a reply card which was 
enclosed. Response was good, And—most of 
the new contacts turned out to be really in- 
terested, resulting in new life for the chapter. 


CHICAGO TEACHERS COLLEGE is build- 
ing a library. Christian students are begin- 
ning a library for their mutual help. Each 
member plans to donate one good book a 
month, or the price thereof. Study of the book 
of Romans via the “Black Book” method is 
scheduled for their weekly discussion meet- 


ings. 


DR. WILLIAM M. MILLER, author of ‘“Re- 
port from Teheran” in the Dec. HIS, stopped 
in the Inter-Varsity national headquarters 
office when he was in Chicago recently. Sig- 
nificant was his expression of belief that the 
Christian missionary should—and can—ap- 
proach Mohammedans on the same basis as 
he would approach any other unsaved per- 
son, showing them the glories of Christ and 
introducing them to the Saviour. Ability to 
argue with the Mohammedan about his re- 
ligion is secondary, Dr. Miller has found. 


JACK INNES, senior veterinarian student, at 
lowa State College, would like to get in touch 
with others—students or graduates—in the 
same field. His address is 204 Welch, Ames, 
Iowa. Come on, Vets, drop him a line. 

EDNA GOOTEE, secretary of the UNIVER- 
SITY OF TENNESSEE Christian Fellowship, 
is setting up a standard for efficient news 
service for HIS in a monthly report to the 
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by C. Stacey Woods 


Chicago office. Two nurses accepted Christ 
at a recent monthly meeting. Nurses meet for 
Bible study every Tuesday evening and med- 
ical students meet on Thursday evening. Joint 
d.p.m.’s are also held 


STANFORD Inter-Varsity Chapter utilizes 
the University chapel choir loft for its d.p.m. 
at 1:00 o'clock and the vestry of the chapel 
for its Monday night Bible study. 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN—Pfc. Paul 
Powlison, Chapter president, writes that this 
year there are four groups meeting daily for 
prayer on that campus. One of these groups 
has been organized especially for Navy fel- 
lows on campus. 


MICHIGAN ALUMNI COMMITTEE 
MEETS for first time. Personnel of this new 
committee: Ruth Binning, Ypsilanti; Howard 
Larsen, Ann Arbor; Lucia Merrithew, Wayne; 
Marguerite Bowden, Michigan State; Marga- 
ret Pierson, Kalamazoo; Ila Jensen, Mt. Pleas- 
ant; Paul Wycoff and Rita Tirb, members at 
large. Paul Beckwith, Inter-Varsity Alumni 
Secretary, promises a complete report of this 
meeting and other news of interest to Alumni 
in the next issue of HIS. 


NEW STAFF WORKER TO MIDDLE WEST 
—Bob Finley, recent grad from the University 
of Virginia and active president of the I.V.C.F.- 
chapter on that campus for three years, joins 
the Fellowship staff to work in the Middle 
West. An enthusiastic Christian himself, it is 
expected that Bob will be a real encourage- 
ment to the groups in his territory, which has 
been without staff assistance this year. Min- 
nesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, and North 
and South Dakota are included in his itin- 
erary. 


IOWA STATE COLLEGE rates front-page 
news on their efforts to be of assistance to 


@ continued on page 35 





